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Media release
ACE unlocks learning during Adult Learners’ Week 
At the launch of Adult Learners’ Week, Stephen Dunn the CEO of Australia’s peak adult learning body, Adult Learning Australia, highlighted the role of adult and community education (ACE) in providing a point of re-engagement with learning. 

The ACE sector plays an important role in catering to the needs of people who do not complete school, many of whom live in regional or remote areas, areas of socio-economic advantage or are from Indigenous backgrounds.

Adult Learners’ Week takes place each year from the 1–8 of September. The theme this year is ‘Unlocking learning. Lifelong learning for everyone’. 

The 20th Anniversary of Adult Learners’ Week was officially launched at the Thebarton Community Centre by Senator, the Hon., Simon Birmingham who said that “learning is one way of increasing people’s capacity to work by providing the knowledge, skills and confidence they need to successfully enter, remain in, or return to work”.

“Adult Learners’ Week promotes lifelong learning, which supports improved workforce participation and productivity for adults through increased participation in education and training. It is celebrated nationally through activities that raise awareness of adult education and promote participation in further learning,” said Senator Birmingham.
Other guest speakers at the launch included Geoff Strempel, Associate Director, Public Library Services who spoke about the important role of public libraries in adult and community learning. Lee Prestwood from the City of Marion described how ‘hard to reach’ learners often thrive in community education environments. 
Eva Kannis Torry, Principal of Thebarton Seniors College identified the importance of re-orienting people to learning as adults and setting realistic goals. Kevin Coleman from Tauondi Aboriginal College spoke about ways to assist adult learners and workplaces
 to deal with cultural challenges to employment retention. 
A highlight of the day came from the adult learners who shared their stories of the many ways that learning has transformed their lives. 
“Adult education is about building communities and ensuring that every Australian has the opportunity to develop new skills, build confidence and contribute to our diverse and changing society”, says Stephen Dunn.

Visit www.adultlearnersweek.org or call 1300 I LEARN (1300 453 276) for more details.
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